
Life in the Underground Church – and how you can pray 

Across countries like China and Laos, 
many Christians cannot worship 
openly. Although both nations claim 
to allow freedom of religion, the 
reality is very diƯerent. Churches that 
register with the authorities must 
accept strict government control, 
surveillance and limits on what they 

can teach. Young people under 18 are not allowed to attend. Because of this, many 
believers choose to meet secretly in homes, forests or other hidden places. These 
gatherings are often small, quiet and constantly on the move to avoid discovery. 

Underground churches face frequent raids, fines, confiscation of Bibles and the arrest 
of leaders. Christians working in public jobs may be reported and discriminated 
against. In Laos, believers can also face pressure from their own communities, 
especially when they leave traditional religions. Some are expelled from their villages 
and must worship in secret for their own safety. 

Despite these dangers, the underground church is growing. When large churches are 
broken up, believers scatter into smaller groups – and the gospel spreads even further. 
Many young people are seeking out the Christian faith, even though the law forbids 
them from attending church. In the darkest places, the light of Christ continues to 
shine. 

As members of the global church, we can stand with these believers through our 
prayers. Knowing they are not forgotten gives them great courage and hope. 

How We Can Pray 

• For wisdom and resilience as churches face surveillance and pressure  
• For protection over secret gatherings and the believers who attend them  
• For leaders and members in prison, that they would know God’s comfort and joy 
• For the spread of the gospel among authorities and communities that oppose 

Christianity  
• For displaced believers, that they would find safety, provision and fellowship  
• For new converts, that they would grow in boldness and faith  
• For secret believers who feel alone, that God would lead them to other Christians  
• For spiritual strongholds to be broken, and for truth to replace fear and suspicion 

 

For more information go to https://www.opendoorsk.org  

Please Pray 

Dear Lord, thank You for the courage and faith of underground believers. Strengthen 
them as they face danger, protect their gatherings, and bless the spread of the gospel in 
places where it is opposed. May Your light continue to shine in the darkness. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
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Psalm 13: Prayer for Deliverance from Enemies  

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever? 
   How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all 
day long? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 
   Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 

and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’;  
   my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and for evermore, Amen 

 

Readings for this Sunday  
Genesis 22.1-14 
Romans 6.12-23 

Matthew 10.40-42 

Collect for this Sunday  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our 
ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not our 
hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.   Amen 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for… 
Linda Hall, Brian Osborne, Jane Nichols, Sheila Bates, Margaret Brumby, 
Marie Rose Cubacub, Christine Evans, Sue Grainge, Annie Hall, Clive Hall, 
Jane Knight, Imogen Matthews, Pat Reid, John Rowntree, Maggie Sharman, 
Amanda Thomson, Clive Walker, Judy Watson, Kevin Whitfield, King 
Charles III, and for any others whom we name in the silence of our hearts. 
We give thanks for those on the road to recovery. 
We remember Elizabeth Hayward, John Hibbins and the souls of all the 
faithful departed. May they rest in peace and rise in glory; and we pray for 
those who mourn their loss.  

Wedding: Emma Houghton and Oliver Rogers 
Baptisms: Elsie Elizabeth McPhee, Louie Harry Blackbourn, Matthew Jack 
Blackbourn and Jonathan Michael Blackbourn 

Anniversaries 
Weddings: Emma and Paul Taylor (2 years) 
Baptisms: Grayson Hilton, Wilbur Guest (2 years) 
Funerals: Peter Johnson, Dennis Wells (1 year); Walter Baxtor (2 years) 

 Did you know?...... 
If you find it difficult (or forget) to bring things to leave in 
the drop off bin at the back of Morton church, you can 
go to the Foodbank website, and purchase items which 
will then be  available in the foodbank.  

Go to  https://bournefoodbank.org.uk/how-to-help  
 Urgently needed items – can you help? 

Pasta Sauce          UHT Milk          Washing Powder 
 

Post Communion Prayer for this Sunday  

Eternal God, comfort of the aƯlicted and healer of the broken,  
you have fed us at the table of life and hope: teach us the 
ways of gentleness and peace, that all the world may 
acknowledge the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

 
 
  

Services for the next week 
in the Ringstone and Corby Glen combined Groups 

 
Sunday  9.00am Holy Communion Corby Glen 
28th June 10.15am Café Church Swayfield Village Hall 
  11.00am Holy Communion Kirkby Underwood 
  11.00am Hymns & Prayers Irnham 
  6.00pm Evening Prayer Morton 
  6.00pm Holy Communion Bitchfield 
Wednesday 1st Jul  10.00am Holy Communion Morton 
 10.00am Morning Prayer Corby Glen 
Sunday 5th July  9.00am Holy Communion Swayfield 
 11.00am Holy Communion Morton 
 11.00am Morning Worship Corby Glen 
 5.30pm Evensong Irnham 
Wednesday 8th 
July  10.00am Holy Communion Corby Glen 

 10.00am Morning Prayer Morton 

Safeguarding & Contact Information 
Priest in charge: Revd Helen Roulston -  
revhelenroulston@outlook.com or 07736 780131 
Group Safeguarding Officer: Janice Hill  
janicethreetuns@hotmail.co.uk  or  01778 440733 and 07972 211936   
Group Administrator: Sue O’Riordan  
and for entries to the news sheet (by Tuesday please) . ringstoneoffice@gmail.com  

Additional Services 

Tuesday 20th June 2pm Funeral of Elizabeth Hayward Morton 

Saturday 5th July 2pm Baptism of Elsie McPhee Morton 

Saturday 29th August tbc Baptism of Louie, Jonathan & Michael Blackbourn 
   Haconby 

Saturday 26th September 2pm Baptism of Freya Cambell Morton
  


