
Arise Africa: Pastor Josiah’s Story of Faith in the Midst of Loss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Josiah almost lost his whole family to extremist attacks in Nigeria. Today, through 
prayer and support, he is slowly finding restoration. 
He still holds the photos of his loved ones tenderly. “Rowland loved singing in the church 
band… Jonathan was never lazy… Timothy was always calm and resourceful.” He pauses 
over a picture of his wife. “This is my favourite photo of us as a married couple. She was 
industrious, hospitable, considerate… her spiritual life made me proud.” 
Radicalised attackers invaded their home, shooting his wife and kidnapping Josiah and 
three of his children. “I could hear Rebekah crying, ‘I’m going to die!’ But I was powerless.” 
During two and a half months in captivity, their captors mocked their faith: “They said, ‘You 
follow Jesus. Where is He now?’ We could only pray in our hearts.” 
When Josiah and his daughter were released, he learned that his sons Jonathan and 
Timothy had been killed. Only months later, his third son, Rowland, and his younger brother 
were also murdered. 
“I felt like the world was crumbling in on me,” he says. “I kept thinking, ‘Why did this all 
happen to me?’” 
Open Doors trauma caregivers met Josiah in his grief. “My anger and bitterness reduced and 
I have received freedom,” he explains. “Forgiveness is almost impossible without God… but 
I have forgiven them.” 
Now Josiah is determined to help others facing persecution. And he wants believers 
everywhere to know their prayers matter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Names changed for security. www.opendoorsk.org 

“My brethren in Christ, thank you for the relief you have given. Don’t think your prayers 
are not being felt – they are. Believers’ prayers brought me out of the bush. Please keep 
supporting through your prayers and help.” 

Please pray for: 
 Christians in Nigeria facing ongoing extremist violence 
 Trauma caregivers supporting grieving families 
 Pastors like Josiah who continue to serve despite deep loss 
 Comfort, protection and hope for all who mourn 
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Psalm 105.1-6,23-26,45b God’s Faithfulness to Israel 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
   make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually. 
Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
   his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered, 
O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 
And the Lord made his people very fruitful, 
   and made them stronger than their foes, 
whose hearts he then turned to hate his people, 
   to deal craftily with his servants. 

He sent his servant Moses, and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and for evermore, Amen 

Collect for this Sunday  

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ 
reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your  
love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on 
the cross, and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen 
 

Readings for this Sunday  

Exodus 3.1-15; Romans 12.9-21; Matthew 16.21-28 



 

 

 

 

Services  in the Ringstone and Corby Glen combined Groups 
 

Sunday 30th 
August 

9.00am Group HC Bassingthorpe 
11.00am Group Eucharist Dunsby 

Wednesday                   
2nd September 

10.00am Eucharist Corby Glen 
10.00am Morning Prayer Morton  

Sunday 
6th September 

9.00am Eucharist Swayfield 
11.00am Eucharist Morton 

 11.00am Morning Worship Corby Glen 
 11.00am Morning Prayer Irnham 
 9.00am Eucharist Swayfield 
 11.00am Morning Worship Corby Glen 
Wednesday                   
9th September 

10.00am Eucharist Morton 
10.00am Morning Prayer Corby Glen 

 

Additional Services 
Tuesday 8th 
September 10.30am Funeral of Jane Dyer Morton 

Saturday 10th 
October 2pm Baptism of Freya Cambell Morton 

Please pray for… 
Julie Shortland, Linda Hall, Brian Osborne, Jane Nichols, Sheila Bates, Margaret 
Brumby, Marie Rose Cubacub, Christine Evans, Sue Grainge, Annie Hall, Clive Hall, 
Jane Knight, Imogen Matthews, Pat Reid, John Rowntree, Maggie Sharman, Amanda 
Thomson, Clive Walker, Judy Watson, Kevin Whitfield, King Charles III, and for any 
others whom we name in the silence of our hearts. 
We give thanks for those on the road to recovery. 
We remember the souls of all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace and rise 
in glory; and we pray for those who mourn their loss. 

Anniversaries 
Weddings: Emily and Paul Blackbourn, Jade and Archie Gray (1 year) 
Baptisms: Harper Green, Zoe Goodley, Dylan Seymour (2 years) 
Funerals: Gladys Woolley, Haakon Howard (1 year); Anthony Andrews, Jean 
Gibbons (2 years) 

Post Communion Prayer for this Sunday  

God our creator, you feed your children with the true manna, the living 
bread from heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly 
pilgrimage until we come to that place where hunger and thirst are no 
more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Safeguarding & Contact Information 
Priest in charge: Revd Helen Roulston -  
revhelenroulston@outlook.com or 07736 780131 
Group Safeguarding Officer: Janice Hill  
janicethreetuns@hotmail.co.uk  or  01778 440733 and 07972 211936   
Group Administrator: Sue O’Riordan  
and for entries to the news sheet (by Tuesday please) . ringstoneoffice@gmail.com  


