
Please Pray for Venezuela: Communities in Crisis After Devastating Earthquakes 

Two powerful earthquakes struck Venezuela on 24 
June, measuring 7.2 and 7.5 in magnitude and 
hitting only 40 seconds apart. Buildings 
collapsed, infrastructure was destroyed and at 
least 1,450 people have died, with more than 
3,150 injured. Northern regions, including 
Caracas and La Guaira, have been severely 
aƯected. 
Search and rescue teams are still looking for 
hundreds of missing people. A national state of 
emergency has been declared as communities 
face destroyed homes, limited drinking water, 

power outages and widespread displacement. Communication remains extremely diƯicult, 
leaving families abroad anxious for news of loved ones. 
A local Christian shared: “The main concern for Venezuelan families is knowing whether 
their missing relatives are still alive. Many are injured or have lost their homes, and the 
emotional shock is overwhelming.” There is also fear of further aftershocks. 
Christians Facing Added Vulnerability 
Even before the disaster, life for Christians in Venezuela was marked by pressure, 
surveillance and restrictions. These challenges now limit the church’s ability to respond 
fully to the crisis. There are reports of unequal access to humanitarian aid, with some 
church communities overlooked. 
Many believers have lost homes and church buildings – one church in La Guaira collapsed 
completely. Pastors and leaders are trying to support their congregations while also caring 
for neighbours in great distress. 
Edilberto*, a Christian resident, said: “Many people are in anguish after losing everything. 
Multiple structures have collapsed.” 
Despite their own needs, Christians are sharing what little they have and helping coordinate 
aid where possible. One believer explained: “We have been supporting one another, staying 
together and bringing calm during this diƯicult time.” 
A Nation in Mourning 

An Open Doors local partner describes the situation: “The Venezuelan church has 
already been living in uncertainty. Now this tragedy, which has plunged society into 
mourning, has overwhelmed communities. The church is mobilising however it can, 
praying for God’s intervention amid immense need.”                         (www.opendoorsk.org) 

The aftermath of the earthquakes 

Please pray 
 For families who have lost loved ones, homes and livelihoods – that ‘the God of all 

comfort’ would sustain, strengthen and provide for every person aƯected (2 
Corinthians 1:3)  

 That urgent food, medicine and shelter would quickly reach those in need without 
discrimination, and for wisdom for rescue teams and those in authority in the 
aftermath of the earthquakes  

 For the Lord’s blessing upon His church in Venezuela to continue being a light and a 
refuge to those in distress. 
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Psalm 45.10-17: Ode for a Royal Wedding 

Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear; 
forget your people and your father’s house, 

and the king will desire your beauty. 
Since he is your lord, bow to him; 

the people of Tyre will seek your favour with gifts, 
the richest of the people with all kinds of wealth. 

The princess is decked in her chamber with gold-woven robes; 
in many-coloured robes she is led to the king; 

behind her the virgins, her companions, follow. 
With joy and gladness they are led along 

as they enter the palace of the king. 

In the place of ancestors you, O king, shall have sons; 
you will make them princes in all the earth. 

I will cause your name to be celebrated in all generations; 
therefore the peoples will praise you for ever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and for evermore, Amen 

 
 

Collect for this Sunday  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is 
governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful  
people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and 
truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.   Amen 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for… 
Adrian Marryat, Linda Hall, Brian Osborne, Jane Nichols, Sheila Bates, 
Margaret Brumby, Marie Rose Cubacub, Christine Evans, Sue Grainge, 
Annie Hall, Clive Hall, Jane Knight, Imogen Matthews, Pat Reid, John 
Rowntree, Maggie Sharman, Amanda Thomson, Clive Walker, Judy Watson, 
Kevin Whitfield, King Charles III, and for any others whom we name in the 
silence of our hearts. 
We give thanks for those on the road to recovery. 
We remember Elizabeth Hayward, John Hibbins and the souls of all the 
faithful departed. May they rest in peace and rise in glory; and we pray for 
those who 
Baptisms: Elsie McPhee (5th July) 

Anniversaries 
Weddings: Natasha and Daniel Green (2 years) 
Baptisms: Florence Larham (1 year) 
Funerals: June Jenkins, Eric Wyer (1 year) 

Readings for this Sunday  
Genesis 24.34-38,42-49, 58-67 

Romans 7.15-25a;  
Matthew 11.16-19,25-30 

 Did you know?...... 
If you find it difficult (or forget) to bring things to leave in 
the drop off bin at the back of Morton church, you can 
go to the Foodbank website, and purchase items which 
will then be  available in the foodbank.  

Go to  https://bournefoodbank.org.uk/how-to-help  
 Urgently needed items – can you help? 

Pasta Sauce          UHT Milk          Washing Powder 
 

Post Communion Prayer for this Sunday  

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world 
may be so peaceably ordered by your governance, that your 
Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Matthew 11.16-19,25-30 

 
 
 

Services  in the Ringstone and Corby Glen combined Groups 
 

Sunday 5th July  9.00am Holy Communion Swayfield 
 11.00am Holy Communion Morton 
 11.00am Morning Worship Corby Glen 
 5.30pm Evensong Irnham 
Wednesday                  
8th July  

10.00am Holy Communion Corby Glen 
10.00am Morning Prayer Morton 

Sunday 12th July  9.00am   Holy Communion Haconby 
 11.00am Holy Communion Irnham 
 4.00pm Holy Communion Corby Glen 
 6.00pm Evening Prayer Morton 
Wednesday                   
15th July  

10.00am Holy Communion Morton 
10.00am Morning Prayer Corby Glen 

Additional Services 
Sunday 5th July 2pm Baptism of Elsie McPhee Morton 

Saturday 29th August tbc 
Baptism of Louie, Jonathan 
& Michael Blackbourn 

Haconby 

Saturday 26th 
September 2pm Baptism of Freya Cambell Morton 

Safeguarding & Contact Information 
Priest in charge: Revd Helen Roulston -  
revhelenroulston@outlook.com or 07736 780131 
Group Safeguarding Officer: Janice Hill  
janicethreetuns@hotmail.co.uk  or  01778 440733 and 07972 211936   
Group Administrator: Sue O’Riordan  
and for entries to the news sheet (by Tuesday please) . ringstoneoffice@gmail.com  

From today’s gospel 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest.” 

A yoke was a wooden harness used to share labour. Jesus asks us to share 
his yoke. Instead of the crushing burdens of religious perfectionism, his 
way is gentle, humble, and ultimately meant to bring rest to your soul. 

 What heavy, self-imposed burden or expectation am I trying to carry on 
my own strength right now? 

 In what practical area of my life today can I let go of perfectionism and 
trust Jesus to share the load? 


